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ASIA-PACIFIC REGION VITAL TO SECURITY INITIATIVE

The Asia-Pacific region has a vital role to play in helping to stop the spread of weapons of mass destruction due to the presence of major global shipping hubs in the region, Defence Minister Robert Hill said today.

Senator Hill today opened the eighth meeting of the Proliferation Security Initiative (PSI) operational experts working group in Sydney that is being hosted by Australia. PSI is a global initiative that aims to prevent the proliferation and trafficking of WMD by nations and terrorist groups. 

“The region contains the busiest sea and air ports and the most strategically important transhipment locations in the world,” Senator Hill 

“We need to continue to expand the support and involvement of the Asia-Pacific countries in the PSI because of the high volumes of shipping trade and the growing production base of related technologies.

“International terrorist groups have also shown interest in the pursuit of WMD and some are active in the Asia-Pacific providing a direct relevance for Australia and our neighbours.

“Australia looks forward to continue to work with our neighbours to strengthen the region’s contribution to PSI and international security issues.

“Australia is a strong supporter and active participant in PSI.  These meetings are where PSI participants work together to determine the best ways to prevent the spread of WMD, within national and international legal frameworks.”

Operational experts working group meetings are now the main drivers of the PSI agenda.  During the next three days, delegates from 19 countries will discuss a number of issues including advancing the upcoming exercise program, examining operational legal and intelligence issues, and considering ways to better inform industry about PSI’s aims and objectives.

In addition to previous PSI meeting participants, Australia has invited Thailand and New Zealand from our region.  The increasing participation of countries at these meetings indicates the growing resolve and support for PSI, both regionally and globally.

This meeting is the second PSI meeting hosted by Australia, following a plenary meeting in July last year.  Australia also led the first PSI interdiction exercise, Pacific Protector, in the Coral Sea in September 2003. 

Attendees at the meeting include Canada, Denmark, France, Germany, Greece, Italy, Japan, the Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Russia, Singapore, Spain, Thailand, the UK and the US.
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