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Tuesday, 30 November 2004
221/2004

GOVERNMENT FUNDS NEW LIBRARY FOR SALT ASH PUBLIC SCHOOL

The Australian Government will fund a new library at Salt Ash Public School as part of its commitment to providing noise attenuation works at the school near RAAF Base Williamtown.

Defence Minister Robert Hill and Member for Paterson, Bob Baldwin, today announced the new library would replace the existing library, which was deemed uneconomical to attenuate.

“The new library will form an additional phase of works to those originally planned and will provide a purpose built facility that meets the Australian Standards as well as the school requirements,” Senator Hill said.

“The library works will add to the already considerable commitment of more than $2 million over the current financial year being spent on environmental works in the RAAF Williamtown and Salt Ash Air Weapons Range area.”

The first phase of attenuation works at the school were completed over the September school holidays, with the main phase of works programmed to be completed over the Christmas school holidays.  The works are designed to meet the Australian Standards on acoustics for schools and will reduce aircraft noise impacts on the classrooms and other school buildings.

Mr Baldwin welcomed today’s announcement, saying it was great news for the students at Salt Ash Public School.

“I have lobbied hard to ensure the level of noise in classrooms at Salt Ash Public School is reduced.  I am delighted that the Minister for Defence has now agreed to take a further step and build a new library,” Mr Baldwin said.

“This is in addition to the work for Williamtown Primary School announced during the election campaign.”

Other works under way in the area include initiating noise monitoring in local communities, increased security at the range, improved waste management at the range and better communication between Defence and the Port Stephens communities on flying schedules.  Planning for noise attenuation works at Williamtown Public School recently announced by the Defence Minister Robert Hill will also begin in the new year.

Mr Baldwin said the works of Wiliamtown and Salt Ash schools were necessary due to the age of the schools and increased impact of RAAF Base Williamtown on these old schools over the years.

“These schools were here before the RAAF Base and they have had to adapt to the evolution of the Base's activities,” Mr Baldwin said.
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