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CHANGE OF COMMAND IN THE MIDDLE EAST

Air Commodore Greg Evans has been appointed as Commander of the Australian Forces in the Middle East Area of Operations, Defence Minister Robert Hill announced today.

Senator Hill said Air Commodore Evans will replace Brigadier Peter Hutchinson who has commanded the Australian contingent since May this year.

Based in Baghdad, Air Commodore Evans will lead around 920 Australian Defence Force personnel on active service in the Middle East to support Coalition stabilisation and reconstruction efforts in Iraq.

“Air Commodore Evans assumes command at a critical stage of the rebuilding of Iraq, particularly as it prepares for the first democratically held elections in decades, an event that will stand as a pivotal moment in Iraq’s history,” Senator Hill said.

Senator Hill praised Brigadier Hutchinson for his command and leadership over the past six months. 

“Brigadier Hutchinson has done an outstanding job over the past six months during a time of transition to the Interim Iraqi Government in June and the handing over of responsibility for policing the Northern Persian Gulf to the Australian-trained Iraqi Coastal Defence Force,” Senator Hill said.

“The Australian Defence Force continues to make a substantial commitment to Coalition operations in the Middle East.

“HMAS Adelaide is currently in the Gulf conducting boardings and queries of oil tankers, dhows and passenger vessels, supporting both the rehabilitation operation in Iraq and the coalition operation against terrorism.

“The 120 strong Army Security Detachment continues to provide 24-hour security for Australian Embassy staff, workplaces and accommodation. This work involves patrols on foot and in armoured conveys and is crucial in enabling the on-going work of the Embassy.”

Senator Hill said Royal Australian Air Force air traffic controllers have been integrated into Coalition forces at Balad Air Base to coordinate the movements of military aircraft around Baghdad.

C-130 Hercules transport aircraft have maintained an effective air bridge into Baghdad and other parts of Iraq. On 720 missions into Iraq, these aircraft have carried over 15 million pounds of cargo, more than 17,000 passengers and 1000 Aero-Medical Evacuation patients.

“Our Maritime Patrol aircraft continue to provide invaluable support operating over the Persian Gulf and Iraq undertaking intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance missions,” Senator Hill said.

“The Australian Army Training Team continues with its role in training the new Iraqi army and an ADF medical team of 20 personnel has been deployed to Balad Coalition Military Hospital to work alongside Coalition partners in providing critical medical services.”

Senator Hill acknowledged the many personal sacrifices made by the ADF’s men and women overseas, particularly with Christmas only a few weeks away.

“This Christmas, I would encourage all Australians to spare a thought for the  men and women of the ADF serving on operations,” Senator Hill said.

“These personnel are unable to be with loved ones, and instead will be working hard in often trying conditions for the ultimate benefit of all of us.”

MEDIA NOTE:

Air Commodore Evans’ biographical details and a photograph of the handover ceremony will be available at: www.defence.gov.au/opcatalyst/bioevans.htm
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