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Monday, 8 November 2004
215/2004

DEFENCE MINISTER OPENS NEW DEFENCE 

INTELLIGENCE HEADQUARTERS

Defence Minister Robert Hill today opened the new national Headquarters of the Defence Imagery and Geospatial Organisation (DIGO) in Canberra.

The refurbished facility within Defence’s Russell Buildings provides much improved infrastructure for DIGO in the gathering of important Defence intelligence information.

“DIGO has demonstrated its ability and value to our Defence Force during the recent period of high operational tempo and in its work in the global fight against terrorism,” Senator Robert Hill said.

“Intelligence is an essential component of any operation and provides vital information to our forces on the ground.

“DIGO’s role in providing imagery and geospatial intelligence is of growing importance in the modern battlefield and in Australia’s complex security environment.

“The provision of a new DIGO Headquarters is proof that the Government is committed to providing the most cutting edge technologies for the defence and security of Australia and its interests.
“This refurbishment builds on the commitment of the Howard Government to further invest in Australia’s intelligence capabilities.”
The Government has committed an additional $12.6 million over four years to ASIO to increase the linguistic capability of staff and enhance the ASIO’s role in border protection. The Coalition will also invest $20 million in a Centre for Counter-Terrorism Intelligence Cooperation and Joint Training Unit for Australia, South East Asia and the Pacific.

Today’s announcement follows the Government’s commitment earlier this year to build a new Geospatial Analysis Centre for DIGO in Bendigo.

The Geospatial Analysis Centre is an important part of the Defence Imagery and Geospatial Organisation, providing geospatial products and services including maps, charts and digital topographic support for Australian Defence Force operations and activities.
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