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DEFENCE MINISTER TOURS PALM ISLAND WITH 
THIRTY ODD FOOT OF GRUNTS

Defence Minister Robert Hill joined Russell Crowe and his band Thirty Odd Foot of Grunts on Palm Island today to visit Army personnel working on infrastructure projects for the local indigenous community.  

Senator Hill said about 200 Army engineers and support personnel were on the North Queensland island for five months undertaking work under the ATSIC Army Community Assistance Program.  

“They are working with the local community to build 21 homes and to undertake road works and trade training,” Senator Hill said.  

“Defence is also providing medical, dental, veterinary and environmental health support.  The work Army is doing in partnership with the local community to improve health and living conditions will have long term benefits for the people of Palm Island.”  

Senator Hill toured the AACAP project before TOFOG and the 1st Battalion Royal Australian Regiment (1RAR) Band was to entertain the troops and residents. Palm Island’s own band “Mothers Dust” was due to provide support for the concert.  

“At a time when Australian Defence Force personnel are deployed on operations around the world it is important to recognise the work being done by the Army at home,” Senator Hill said.  

“I would like to thank Russell and the band for generously giving their time to entertain the troops.  It carries on the fine tradition of Australian entertainers performing for our military personnel – giving them a real boost.”  

Palm Island is located some 70km north east of Townsville, and is home to 4000 people from over 40 different tribal groups.  Many of the Army personnel deployed on the AACAP project are from 17th Construction Squadron, based in Sydney.  

AACAP is a co-operative initiative established between ATSIC, the Commonwealth Department of Health and Ageing and the Department of Defence to provide assistance to a number of remote indigenous communities to improve environmental health and living conditions.  The Army has worked on 11 AACAP projects in the Northern Territory, South Australia, Western Australia and Queensland since 1997.  The last Queensland-based project was at Jumbun in 1999; the most recent project was on the Dampier Peninsula in WA in 2002.  
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