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AUSTRALIAN COMPANY WINS JSF WORK

An Australian company has won work on the 10-year systems development and demonstration phase of the Joint Strike Fighter program, Defence Minister Robert Hill announced today.  

Project contractor Northrop Grumman has signed a multi-million dollar contract with GKN Aerospace Services for the design, analysis and manufacture of metal and composite JSF centre fuselage components.  The contract will employ 30 of GKN’s designers in Melbourne and involve engineers working with Northrop staff in El Segundo, California.  

“Australian industry is starting to see the benefits of the Government’s decision to invest up to $US150 million in the JSF program,” Senator Hill said.  

“Not only has one company obtained work, but other companies will be able to build on this by bidding to manufacture the GKN-designed components.”  

The first contract comes as a long-term strategy to capture JSF work for Australia, developed by Government and industry, was unveiled today at the 2003 Defence + Industry conference in Canberra.  

The Australian Industry Engagement Strategy for the JSF provides a framework for Australian industry to pursue opportunities across the spectrum of development, production and through life support over the next three decades and specifies objectives and expected outcomes.

It commits Government and Australian industry to work as “Team Australia” to win contracts through the long life of the program.  

The opportunities include a role in the JSF design and software development, hosting of a regional support capability for the aircraft, and scientific collaboration in design and development of next-generation technologies for upgrades to the aircraft.  

The strategy will be implemented via JSF Industry Engagement Plans developed annually under the direction of the JSF Industry Advisory Council.  Mr Ken Peacock, former Executive Chair of Boeing Australia, heads the council.

“Ongoing involvement in the SDD phase of the program will help to build a competitive and sustainable aerospace industry base in Australia,” Senator Hill said.  “I look forward to announcing further contracts for Australian industry.”  
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