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Embargoed until 7 pm AEDST, November 20.

TOWNSVILLE WELCOMES HOME TROOPS

Townsville has shown its appreciation for the efforts of the city’s servicemen and women who have served on overseas deployments, in a year of extraordinarily high operational tempo.

More than 1000 returned service personnel paraded along Townsville’s Strand as part of the official welcome home parade, attended by Minister Assisting the Minister for Defence,  Mal Brough, Member for Herbert, Peter Lindsay, Chief of Army, Lieutenant General Peter Leahy, and Air Commander Australia, Air Vice-Marshal John Kindler.

“No other city in Australia has provided more men and women to meet the requirements of the operations undertaken over the past 12 months,” Mr Brough said.

“About 2000 personnel have deployed from Townsville this year, to operations in the Middle East, East Timor, Bougainville and the Solomon Islands.”

Members of Townsville based units continue to serve in Iraq and the Solomon Islands.

“This parade was an opportunity for the people of North Queensland to recognise the outstanding efforts and dedication of the ADF personnel who have been involved in these operations.”

Mr Brough said the performance of Townsville-based personnel on overseas deployments has been second to none.

“In all theatres of operation, with whatever task they have been asked to perform they have done their country, their particular Service and themselves proud.”
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