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NEW DIRECTOR GENERAL CADETS

The Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Defence, Fran Bailey, today announced that Air Commodore David Dunlop is to be promoted to the rank of Air Vice-Marshal.

Air Commodore Dunlop, Director General Reserves – Air Force, will be promoted to Air Vice-Marshal on 8th December this year and appointed to the position of Director General Cadets.

Ms Bailey said she joined the Chief of the Defence Force, General Peter Cosgrove, and Chief of Air Force, Air Marshal Angus Houston, in congratulating Air Commodore Dunlop on his promotion.

“Having formerly been a member of the Air Training Corps, Air Commodore Dunlop knows first hand that the Australian Defence Force Cadets (ADFC) are one of Australia's leading youth development organisation and I wish him all the best in his new position,” Ms Bailey said.

“Air Commodore Dunlop has extensive military experience and a strong record of commitment and achievement.

“His promotion acknowledges the outstanding contributions he has already made, and will continue to make, to the Australian Defence Force,” Ms Bailey said.
MEDIA NOTE:

A biography of Air Commodore Dunlop is attached
Media Contact:        Kevin Lowe Ph 02-6277 4433 or 0408 404 468
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AIR COMMODORE D.J. DUNLOP, CSC

Air Commodore David Dunlop was born in Brisbane in 1949 and received his primary education at the Yeronga Primary School.  He completed his secondary schooling at the Brisbane Grammar School, matriculating in 1966.  During this time, Air Commodore Dunlop was a cadet in the Air Training Corps, winning a Flying Scholarship.

In 1967 he joined the Royal Australian Air Force, entering the RAAF Academy at Point Cook.  Following graduation in 1970, he undertook pilots course and was posted to fly fighters, completing a tour on Mirages with Number 3 Squadron at Butterworth, Malaysia.

On returning to Australia in 1975, Air Commodore Dunlop converted to the F-111C aircraft and served with Number 1 Squadron at RAAF Base Amberley.  This was followed by an exchange tour with the United States Air Force flying F-111A and F-111F aircraft at Mountain Home AFB, Idaho.  He then returned to RAAF Amberley, again serving with Number 1 Squadron.

Following training at the Royal Military College of Science in the United Kingdom, Air Commodore Dunlop was posted in 1981 to Canberra to work with the Defence Science and Technology Organisation.  He then undertook staff training at the Ecole Militaire, Paris, returning to Australia in 1985 on posting to Headquarters Support Command in Melbourne.

In 1987, Air Commodore Dunlop took over the command of Number 1 Squadron, serving there until 1989 when he was transferred to Canberra as a member of the Directing Staff at the Joint Services Staff College.  This was followed by a tour as Staff Officer to the Chief of the Air Staff.  He returned to Amberley in 1993 serving as the Officer Commanding No 82 Wing.  In 1996 he again served at the Joint Services Staff College, this time as the Director of Studies.

Following a tour as the Director of Aerospace Systems Development within the Capability Systems Division of the Australian Defence Force Headquarters, he was posted to RAAF Amberley as the Commander of the Strike Reconnaissance Group, serving there until early 2002 when he retired from the Permanent Air Force. In September 2002, Air Commodore Dunlop joined the RAAF Active Reserve and was appointed as the Director General Reserves – Air Force.

Air Commodore Dunlop was awarded the Conspicuous Service Cross in the 1995 Queen’s Birthday Honours List for his contribution to the introduction into operational service of the F-111G. He is married to Air Vice-Marshal Julie Hammer who is the Deputy Chief Information Officer for the Department of Defence.
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