[image: image1.png]3 AUSTRALIA y
RSN\ o2




THE HON MAL BROUGH MP

MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT SERVICES

MINISTER ASSISTING THE MINISTER FOR DEFENCE

MEDIA RELEASE

Thursday, November 27, 2003





MINASSIST     61/03

FAKE VETERANS TO FACE IMPRISONMENT 

People fraudulently claiming to be a returned soldier, sailor or airman could face six months imprisonment under proposed laws passed through the House of Representatives today.

Minister Assisting the Minister for Defence Mal Brough said anyone falsely claiming to be a returned service man or woman should face the force of the law.

“It’s a disgraceful act that warrants a strong penalty,” Mr Brough said. 

“Many Australians have served our country proudly and wrongly claiming to be a veteran is an insult to those men and women.”

Along with a maximum prison term of six months, the fine will increase from $200 to a maximum $3,300.  

The Defence Legislation Amendment Bill also increases the penalty for the wearing of medals to which an individual is not entitled.
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