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RIFLE COMPANY TO RETURN FROM SOLOMON ISLANDS

The Government has decided to withdraw an Australian Defence Force rifle company from the Solomon Islands following further progress towards restoring law and order, Defence Minister Robert Hill announced today.  

Senator Hill said Charlie Company from the 2nd Battalion Royal Australian Regiment would return home to Townsville on 20 November accompanied by the Commander of the Coalition Task Force and Commander of 2RAR, Lieutenant Colonel John Frewen.  

This would allow them to participate in a welcome home parade that day for all local ADF personnel who have served on operations this year.  

A support company from 2RAR will return to Townsville the following day.  

“The Regional Assistance Mission to the Solomon Islands (RAMSI) continues to make significant progress in improving security,” Senator Hill said.  

“Police no longer need the substantial military support that we provided in the early stages of the operation.  This will allow us to withdraw the Malaita-based rifle company over the next week, in addition to the approximate 800 personnel already home or due home before Christmas.”

Senator Hill said the government of Australia and Pacific Island nations recognised there was still a need for forces to provide back-up for the police.  

“We will leave a reinforced composite Pacific Islands Countries infantry company with an Australian platoon in the Solomons to provide ongoing and necessary back up for the police,” Senator Hill said.  

Since the first deployments in July, the ADF contribution to the RAMSI Operation Helpem Fren has comprised about 1400 Navy, Army and Air Force personnel to provide security and logistic support to operations.  Regional military contributions have included around 600 personnel from New Zealand, Papua New Guinea, Tonga and Fiji.

Personnel have been rotated over the time of the operation and those who remain in the Solomon Islands will also be rotated during the next few months.  
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