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Thursday, 27 November 2003
147/2003

more jsf work for australia

Three more contracts have been awarded to Australian companies under the Joint Strike Fighter program, Defence Minister Robert Hill and Industry Minister Ian Macfarlane announced today.  

This brings to nine the number of JSF contracts won by seven small-to-medium Australian companies since the Government joined the decade-long System Development and Demonstration phase of the JSF program a year ago.  

Senator Hill and Mr Macfarlane said the wins demonstrated that Australia’s aerospace industry – and small businesses – continued to be competitive against their international rivals.  

There are many opportunities for Australian business still to be explored in the years before the aircraft start flying for the Royal Australian Air Force and more contracts to be won over the long life of the JSF program.  

Brisbane-based Micreo Ltd is the first small business outside the United States to win a JSF electronic warfare missions systems contract.  The contract is with BAE Systems, a JSF partner responsible for the electronic warfare sub-systems on the aircraft.  The contract is for the design, development and qualification testing of two sub-assemblies to be used on the electronic warfare system on the JSF.  Micreo is a small independent-owned company with a staff of 25 people which specialises in the design and manufacture of microwave and electro-optical components for aerospace applications.  

JSF partner Northrop Grumman has selected two Australian firms to receive contracts for the machining and assembly of centre fuselage airframe structures.

Ferra Engineering and Production Parts were selected against strong international competition and will receive 40 per cent of the work packages in the Northrop Grumman tender.  These are the second contracts won by these two small Australian firms.  

Ferra Engineering employs 110 people at its facility in Brisbane and is one of Australia’s leading manufacturers of light metal components for the telecommunications/electronics, defence/aerospace and automotive industry sectors.  Production Parts is a small Melbourne-based firm employing 56 people.  It is one of Australia’s most advanced engineering companies specialising as a high precision machine shop, tooling design and manufacturing facility and repair and overhaul facility for the defence and aerospace sectors.  

These two new airframe structures contracts demonstrate the benefits of the strategic partnerships that have formed between the Government and industry to secure work on the program.  A key to these contracts was the joint acquisition by the two companies of a large high-speed five-axis machine capable of making bigger components.  The acquisition was facilitated by the Australian Government’s JSF Industry Team.  
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