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CHANGE OF COMMAND IN THE MIDDLE EAST

Commodore Campbell Darby will tomorrow take up his appointment as commander of the Australian forces in the Middle East Area of Operations, Defence Minister Robert Hill announced today.  

Commodore Darby will replace Air Commodore Graham Bentley who has commanded the Australian contingent since late May.

Based in Baghdad, Commodore Darby will lead around 850 Australian Defence Force personnel who remain on active service in the Middle East to support Coalition stabilisation and reconstruction efforts in Iraq.  

“The men and women of the ADF continue to serve with distinction in a difficult and dangerous area of operations,” Senator Hill said.  

“Commodore Darby assumes command at a critical stage of the rebuilding phase of operations in Iraq, as coalition forces reinvigorate their efforts to assist with transition to self-government and establish a lasting peace.”

Senator Hill said the ADF had made some notable achievements during Air Commodore Bentley’s command.  

“Our most recent ship in the Persian Gulf, HMAS Newcastle, has done a fantastic job having conducted 475 queries of suspect vessels and 396 boardings,” Senator Hill said.  

The Newcastle is currently en route home, with a welcome home ceremony to take place in mid-December.  It has been replaced by HMAS Melbourne.

The Army's light armoured vehicle security detachment and soldiers have successfully maintained 24-hour security for Australian Representative Office personnel, workplaces and accommodation.  

“The safety of our people is paramount and the Security Detachment continues its patrols in Baghdad – on foot or in armoured convoys and their achievements are testimony to their professionalism and Army training,” Senator Hill said.

Our Air Force C130 Hercules transport aircraft have completed over 1100 sorties with a near‑100 per cent rate of aircraft serviceability in a trying environment – an outstanding achievement commended by the Commander of the Central Command’s US Air Forces. 

Similarly, our P3 Orion aircraft continue to provide invaluable support and win praise from the Coalition, operating with great success over the Persian Gulf and Iraq undertaking intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance missions.

At Baghdad International Airport the Air Traffic Control detachment have been working tirelessly to ensure the smooth flow of coalition and non-Government organisations air traffic. They have processed more than 55,000 aircraft movements, typically handling more than 500 movements a day.

Our personnel working with the Coalition Military Assistance Training Team have played a major role in graduating the first battalion of the New Iraqi Army, providing training expertise to assist in the important task of allowing Iraqi people to manage their own security.

MEDIA NOTE:

Commodore Darby’s biographical details are available at: www.defence.gov.au/opcatalyst/
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