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australia’s military commitment to iraq

The Government has decided to extend the deployment of the Royal Australian Air Force’s maritime patrol aircraft in the Middle East by six months, Defence Minister Robert Hill announced today.  

“The AP-3C Orion detachment was originally due to return home to South Australia in January after 12 months supporting both the war against terrorism and operations in Iraq,” Senator Hill said.  

“However, their work has proved invaluable to the coalition and we have decided to extend the deployment for a further six months.  

“Not only have the aircraft been conducting maritime patrols to prevent smuggling, but they have also been conducting intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance missions over Iraq to directly support land forces.

“The continued ADF commitment demonstrates the Government’s support of the ongoing coalition efforts to rebuild Iraq and transition to self-government.”

Senator Hill made the announcement after spending two days in Baghdad this week.  There he visited ADF personnel to thank them for their work.  He also met with the Iraqi Administrator and representatives of the Iraqi Governing Council and Coalition Provisional Authority.  

There are still about 850 ADF personnel deployed in the Middle East in support of the stabilisation and reconstruction of Iraq. 

Media contacts

Catherine Fitzpatrick
(Senator Hill)
02 6277 7800
0405 351 245

Andy Anderson
(Defence)
02 6265 2913
0419 621 753

www.defence.gov.au


_1099231713.doc
[image: image1.png]






