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Thursday, 6 November 2003
141/2003

DEFENCE MINISTER TO VISIT IRAQ, sweden & us

Defence Minister Robert Hill will soon travel to Iraq, Sweden and the United States.

In Iraq, Senator Hill will visit Australian Defence Force personnel deployed to Operation Catalyst to thank them for their ongoing work.  While in Baghdad, Senator Hill will also be briefed by senior representatives of the coalition on the progress of the reconstruction and rehabilitation of Iraq and the hunt for weapons of mass destruction.  

“The ongoing terrorist attacks in Iraq underline the importance of the international coalition’s continued presence to ensure that ordinary Iraqis can reap the benefits of their new found freedom,” Senator Hill said.

“Our forces are still engaged in dangerous work.  However progress continues to be made with the schools and hospitals open and improvements being made in the provision of clean water and power.”  

In Sweden, Senator Hill will meet representatives of SAAB, whose Australian subsidiary is based in South Australia and is well placed to bid for work on the new Air Warfare Destroyers.  He will also meet with Kockums to discuss issues associated with the Collins class submarines.  

In the US, Senator Hill will meet with his counterpart, Secretary of Defence Donald Rumsfeld, and representatives of the United Nations and defence industry.  

The visit reflects the close relationship Australia maintains with the US and provides the opportunity for detailed discussions about Iraq, the war against terrorism, proliferation of weapons of mass destruction and Australian industry involvement in projects such as the Joint Strike Fighter and Air Warfare Destroyers.  
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