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MINASSIST     59/03

MANOORA WELCOMED HOME 

More than 260 men and women sailed into Sydney Harbour today onboard Royal Australian Navy amphibious ship, HMAS MANOORA, after being away for six months, of which over three months were spent on operational duty in the Solomon Islands.

Minister Assisting the Minister for Defence, Mal Brough praised HMAS MANOORA’s crew for the hard work and dedication shown during the tasks in the Solomons and the Persian Gulf.   

“The crew members of the MANOORA have served us proudly,” Mr Brough said.   

“The tireless efforts of MANOORA’s crew have helped to ensure the Regional Assistance Mission to the Solomon Islands has been successful. 

“MANOORA has provided vital transport, logistic and medical support as part of the ship’s contribution to the police led operation to restore law and order in the Solomon Islands.”

The ship departed in May for the Persian Gulf to provide a sea lift capability which involved returning equipment used by Australian Defence Force units deployed as part of Australia’s contribution to the coalition to disarm Iraq.

After offloading equipment from the Middle East in Townsville, MANOORA was diverted at short notice to the Solomon Islands in July, prior to returning to her home port in Sydney, to support the police led operation.

 “The ongoing flexibility and commitment of the men and women of MANOORA and the Australian Defence Force is a credit to them.” Mr Brough said.

“MANOORA and her ship’s company along with other military units, have earned the Australian Defence Force a fine reputation within the Solomon Island communities.” 
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