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‘BULLDOGS’ HOME FROM PERSIAN GULF DEPLOYMENT

Minister Assisting the Minister for Defence Danna Vale today joined hundreds of family and friends of the crew of HMAS MELBOURNE to welcome the ship home to Sydney.

Minister Vale paid tribute to the more than 200 men and women of the HMAS MELBOURNE who were returning home from a six-month deployment as part of the Multi-National Interception Force enforcing United Nations sanctions against Iraq. 

“HMAS MELBOURNE’S crew have earned a reputation for excellence for their work in the Persian Gulf as part of Australia’s contribution to the international coalition against terrorism,” Minister Vale said.

“The crew of MELBOURNE and HMAS ARUNTA, which is returning to its home base of Perth next week, were called ‘the bulldogs’ by coalition commanders for the tenacious way they went about their jobs. 

“Members of the ship’s company conducted 315 boardings, including 186 non-compliant boardings where the crew of merchant ships transiting in and out of Iraq refused coalition orders to stop for inspection. 

“These efforts resulted in the interception of 32,000 tonnes of oil and 33,000 tonnes of dates, items prohibited under the UN sanctions.

“MELBOURNE’s crew have done themselves, the Royal Australian Navy and Australia proud.

“The Royal Australian Navy has become known amongst coalition nations as a highly professional and capable force and its contribution has made a significant difference to the coalition’s efforts in the Gulf.”

Minister Vale also thanked the families of the sailors for their support of the crew during the deployment.

“Today is not only a celebration of MELBOURNE’s successful mission, but it is also a day for the families and friends of the men and women returning home,” Minister Vale said.  

“They can be very proud of what their loved ones have achieved, and we thank the families and friends of the crew for their understanding, support and love of crew members during their time apart.”

The crew of HMAS MELBOURNE, a guided missile frigate, averaged three boarding operations each of the 136 days spent working as part of the Multi-National Interception Force.
 Many boardings were conducted at night against the smaller cargo dhows, each of which carried up to several hundred tonnes of cargo.  Crew members often worked in temperatures in excess of 50 degrees Celsius.

HMAS MELBOURNE has been replaced in the Gulf by the Fremantle-based ship, HMAS DARWIN.   HMAS ARUNTA has been replaced by HMAS ANZAC.
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