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HMAS MELBOURNE TO RETURN HOME ON FRIDAY

FROM INTERNATIONAL COALITION AGAINST TERRORISM
What:
Return of the guided missile frigate, HMAS MELBOURNE, to her homeport of Fleet Base East, Garden Island. MELBOURNE has been away for six months, as part of the international coalition against terrorism.

When:
Friday, 29 November 2002.

Media wishing to board a media boat should arrive at the Fleet Base East gate to Garden Island at 8.30am. All other media will be granted access at 9.30am. MELBOURNE is due alongside at 10.00am.

Where:
The Fleet Base East gate is located on Cowper Wharf Road, Woolloomooloo (next to Harry’s Café de Wheels). Photographic identification is required to gain access to the base.

Who:
Minister Assisting the Minister for Defence Danna Vale MP, Chief of Navy, Vice Admiral Chris Ritchie, AO and HMAS MELBOURNE Commanding Officer, Captain Steve McDowall, will be available for interview.

The crew of the Royal Australian Navy guided missile frigate, HMAS MELBOURNE, will return to their homeport of Fleet Base East, Garden Island, on Friday following a six-month deployment.

MELBOURNE departed Sydney on May 30, bound for the Persian Gulf, where her crew has been enforcing United Nations sanctions against Iraq as part of the international coalition against terrorism.

Media contacts:

Rachael Thompson (Minister)

02 6277 7820 or 0407 100 521 

Raveena Carroll (Department)

02 9359 2785 or 0411 203579
[image: image1.png]