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Labor’s Coastguard folly

Labor’s recycled Coastguard plan is an expensive and administrative folly.

Labor’s Coastguard would cost far more than the $612.5 million over four years as Labor purports.  

For example, Labor has severely underestimated the cost of purchasing a Black Hawk/Sea Hawk type helicopter – at least by half.

It would do nothing to enhance the excellent border protection and coastal surveillance capabilities we already have in place through Customs Coastwatch.  

But it would create another layer of bureaucracy and administration.  

The Coastguard proposal is a vote of no confidence by the Leader of the Opposition in the men and women of the Australian Customs Service and Defence who are already doing a great job as “cops on the beat” at our nation’s borders.  

Customs officers already have all the powers they need to do the job.  They can board ships, question and arrest, carry firearms, pursue and stop ships on the open seas and seize vessels.  

Australia has an effective, cooperative and coordinated approach to maritime surveillance that has proved extraordinarily successful.  

Why re-name capabilities, spend more money on administration and end up with no better asset?  
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