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MONDAY 25 NOVEMBER 2002

___________________________________________________

Ladies and gentlemen.

Welcome.

It is a great privilege for me to be here today to announce the launch of a multi-million dollar project to upgrade living-in accommodation for military personnel at bases around Victoria.

RAAF Base Williams here at Laverton, is a vital part of our Defence capability.  

Material Systems alone boasts more than 600 personnel who all play a major role in support of Defence operations here and overseas.

The Howard Government recognises that being part of the Australian Defence Force is more than just a job.

It is a way of life.

ADF members face unique challenges and requirements rarely faced by the civilian workforce.

The regular posting cycle, for example, where members are required to move to new communities, often interstate, brings the challenges of not just moving away from family and friends, but also personal logistical issues, such as accommodation.

I know many members here at RAAF Williams take advantage of the on-base accommodation.

And you are joined by many other members who visit Laverton for short courses or training.

Like high density accommodation in the wider community, facilities may sometimes leave a lot to be desired.

Having visited many bases in my first year as Minister I have seen a great range in the standard and availability of accommodation for Defence personnel, both on and off the base.

As we all know, your quality of life outside of work impacts on the quality of your work.

Defence is no different.

There is a strong link between the support services and facilities we provide for our members, and Defence capability.

High quality accommodation is fundamental to an individual’s quality of life.

It is one of the main reasons the Government has been undertaking a national program of building new and upgrading existing accommodation for Defence families throughout Australia.

The Howard Government’s Defence 2000 White Paper allocated $100 million per year for high priority personnel issues.

As part of this commitment, the project I am announcing today will see almost $4 million provided to make significant improvements to dilapidated living-in-accommodation in Victoria.

This funding is part of a $35 million national project to upgrade living in accommodation at bases throughout Australia, targeting much-needed renovations such as improving security, upgrading shower and toilet blocks, improving kitchenettes and modernising recreational facilities such as common rooms and Internet facilities.

The focus of this refurbishment is primarily aimed at personnel in the lower ranks, many of whom are serving in high readiness units across Australia.

Here in Victoria we will be upgrading the accommodation at the Air Force bases both here at Williams and at East Sale. 

We are spending $880,000 here at Laverton to install smoke detectors and emergency lighting, replace carpet, reinstate common rooms, improve lighting generally, provide cabling and repair heating to senior non-commissioned officer accommodation.

At East Sale, $770,000 will be spent providing telephones and cabling, upgrading ablutions and lighting, replacing carpets, repairing heating and repainting.

We are also upgrading accommodation for trainees, junior sailors, senior sailors and officers at HMAS Cerberus, and upgrading accommodation at Latchford Barracks, Bonegilla, and at Bandiana Military Area. 
Ladies and Gentlemen, we ask a lot of our military men and women.  

And we take very seriously our responsibility to provide them with the support they need to do what we ask of them.

Not only can sub-standard or old accommodation impact negatively on quality of life, it also impacts on the morale of our Defence personnel, in turn affecting retention rates.

In the past financial year the Australian Defence Force has experienced an increase in recruitment, and a decrease in separation.

I aim to see that result continue in future years, and I believe improving accommodation is one way we can do exactly that.  

Quality accommodation is the very least the fine members of our Defence Force deserve.

And this is an excellent start.

[image: image1.png]