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VICTORIAN DEFENCE PERSONNEL TO BENEFIT FROM IMPROVED ACCOMMODATION

Defence personnel living on bases throughout Victoria will benefit from almost $4 million in improvements to accommodation announced today by Minister Assisting the Minister for Defence Danna Vale.

Minister Vale made the announcement during an inspection of RAAF Base Williams at Laverton, south west of Melbourne.

Minister Vale said $880,000 would be spent to upgrade Senior Non Commissioned Officer accommodation at RAAF Base Williams.

The works will include installing smoke detectors and emergency lighting, replacing carpet, repairing heating, improving lighting and reinstating common rooms.

“We ask a lot of our military men and women, and the Howard Government recognises that being part of the Australian Defence Force is more than just a job, it is a way of life,” Minister Vale said.

“There is a strong link between effective support for personnel and Defence capability.

“Understandably, improved living-in accommodation will contribute greatly to morale and the quality of life of our Defence personnel,” Minister Vale said.

The $3.8 million upgrade program for Victoria also includes;

· $770,000 to upgrade accommodation for junior airmen and students at RAAF Base East Sale;

· $1.1 million to upgrade accommodation for trainees, juniors sailors, senior sailors and officers at HMAS Cerberus; and

· $1.121 million to upgrade accommodation at Latchford Barracks, Bonegilla, and Bandiana Military Area, both in Albury/Wodonga.

“The majority of the work will be completed this financial year and represents the first phase of a $35 million national program to improve accommodation facilities for personnel living on bases throughout Australia,” Minister Vale said.

The national program will cover a range of much-needed renovations including improved security, heating and cooling, upgrading of shower and toilet blocks, re-painting and carpeting and the provision or modernisation of recreational facilities such as common rooms, kitchenettes and Internet services.
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