MEDIA  RELEASE

[image: image1.png]



The Hon. Fran Bailey, MP

Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Defence
Media Release from Ms Fran Bailey  — Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Defence
Page 2

INDIGENOUS YOUTH RECRUITED FOR 

‘PILOT’ CADET COURSE

Parliamentary Secretary for Defence, Fran Bailey, is pleased to announce that approximately 40 Australian Army Cadet recruits from the Tiwi Island Group will take part in a ‘Remote Communities’ Indigenous Cadet pilot training course on Bathurst Island, north of Darwin this week.

“Australian Defence Force (ADF) Cadets provides young Australians with wonderful opportunities for self development,” Fran Bailey said.

“This pilot will help to develop strategies to ensure that these opportunities are accessible and relevant to young Indigenous Australians in the Northern Territory.

The Bathurst Island pilot will lay the groundwork for two similar training courses planned for Daly River and Port Keats in 2003.

The initiative, jointly developed by NORFORCE, the Australian Army Cadets and local indigenous communities is part of the Federal Government’s broader commitment to ADF Cadets through the Cadet Enhancement Program,” Fran Bailey said.

“The Tiwi Island recruits, who are aged between 12½ and 17 years, will be trained by Australian Army Cadet staff and senior qualified cadets with support from NORFORCE and the 2nd Cavalry Regiment.

“The will be instructed in drill, kit issue, Cadet history and traditions, living in the field and field hygiene. At the completion of the course the Tiwi Island community will have their own Cadet Platoon.

“The Commonwealth Government’s Cadet Enhancement Program provides an additional $6 million annually over three years to support the development, testing and implementation of initiatives to ensure that ADF Cadets remains a meaningful, positive and relevant experience for young Australians,” Fran Bailey said.

The Indigenous Cadet training course begins today, Monday 18 November, through to 21 November at Xavier Catholic School, Bathurst Island.
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