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WITHDRAWAL OF THE LAST NZ BATTALION FROM TIMOR Darwin

5 November 2002

___________________________________________________

The many distinguished guests here to mark this auspicious occasion, members of the Australian and New Zealand Defence Forces, ladies and gentlemen.

It is a privilege and a personal delight for me to be here on behalf of the Australian Government and the people of Australia, to thank the New Zealand troops for their remarkable three-year contribution to the peacekeeping operation in East Timor.

Australia and New Zealand share a unique history among the nations of the world.  For almost 100 years the people of our nations have stood together against aggression and tyranny.

In generations past, our forefathers marched shoulder to shoulder. They fought together. They died together, and on an ancient and distant foreign shore, they begat a legend that was born of blood and steel.  Together, they were called the Anzacs.

Revered and honoured by both our nations ever since, those young New Zealand soldiers, and those young Australian soldiers, in 1915 rushing ashore to an unimaginable hell, gave us much more than the formidable Anzac legend.

On the beaches, and in the distant hills of Gallipoli, they dug for us the very foundations of nationhood.

They enshrined the values of courage, endurance, sacrifice and mateship with their very lives.  They set down a blueprint for valour that has been etched upon the escutcheon of both our nations.

The Anzac legend is the ideal to which those of us who desperately seek to belong to something far greater than ourselves, would identify as worthy of the pursuit.

Indeed, the Anzac legend is about the call of country.  It is a deep and mysterious call, and it makes ordinary people do extraordinary things.

And here we are this morning, Australians and New Zealanders together, members of a very select brotherhood.  It is the brotherhood of the Anzac spirit, a rare lineage that only we can claim. And claim we do. Before the world of nations and God Almighty too.

Our claim, however, must be truly based in duty and honour. And that is exactly why we are here this morning. To honour our New Zealand mates, and to recognise your excellent tour of duty in East Timor.

This most recent campaign in East Timor closes another proud chapter in our shared military history.

Over 30 countries, from six continents helped make these peacekeeping operations, the largest and most complex ever in our region, a huge success.

The sons and daughters of New Zealand can be justly proud of their part in the United Nations response to this humanitarian crisis.

Through its ongoing and substantial contribution New Zealand has helped provide the necessary security for the first democratic elections of one of our closest neighbours.

Since East Timor’s independence, this contribution has allowed the country’s fledging institutions the necessary breathing space.

In three momentous years we have witnessed and assisted in the birth of a new nation, with sound prospects for a safe and secure future.

Indeed, more than half of the New Zealand Defence Force has served in East Timor on a rotational basis during this campaign, a fact the East Timorese people will never forget. 

Nor will those New Zealand soldiers, who gave their lives or were injured during this operation, be forgotten. Their names will live forever more.

It is no surprise that your commanders have noted your professionalism and relentless dedication in achieving your mission in an open and humane manner. And I am sure that you take with you the smiling faces of happy Timorese children for the rest of your lives.
Upon your return home, you will have your own family and friends smiling in recognition of the crucial role you played in the birth of a new nation and in the security of our region.  

Do relate to your families, who suffered your absence during your deployment, the thanks of Australia, as well as those of the people of East Timor.

We ask much of our Defence personnel, and we must not forget the very real sacrifices their families make to support them. 

Whilst your Battalion and its supporting members return home, New Zealand and Australian troops continue to serve in locations from Bougainville to the Sinai. 

If they serve with the same dedication that you have displayed in East Timor, these missions will also be an outstanding success. 
In these uncertain times it is almost inevitable that our two nations will again serve alongside each other in years to come. 

The Australian Defence Force looks forward to continuing this great mateship across the Tasman.

As the festive season approaches I wish you and your families a happy reunion, and the joy and the peace that are the real blessings of Christmas.  

Your successful tour of duty will not go unnoticed by the international community, nor by those nations with whom you served, and more importantly, it will not be forgotten by the people of East Timor.

And if I can say to you, as an Aussie, you’re a great bunch of Kiwis.

You’re a credit to yourself, you’re a credit to your families, and you’re a credit to your nation.  You’ve done good, you’ve played strong.

God bless New Zealand.
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