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MEDIA RELEASE

Peter KING MP

MEMBER FOR WENWORTH


RESERVE FORCES DAY 2003 LAUNCHED

Present day medics, doctors and nurses and the successors of Simpson’s Donkey and horses from the deserts of World War I assembled today to launch Reserve Forces Day 2003.

Federal Member for Wentworth and current Navy Reservist Peter King said marches and events would be held around the nation in July next year to celebrate the role Reserve Forces have played and continue to play in the defence of Australia and its national interests.

“It is timely that during 2003 we will celebrate the 100th anniversary of the medical and nursing corps,” Mr King said.

“The recent events in Bali have brought home to us the importance of the specialist medical skills held by many members of the ADF Reserves as several of the personnel who played such a critical role in evacuating patients from Bali were Reservists.

“In conjunction with Reserve Forces Day activities, the Federal Government will also conduct the Defence Reserves Program 2003, a national series of community events highlighting the important role played by Reservists.

“Having spent twenty years in the Royal Australian Navy Reserve, I have experienced first-hand what the Reserves can do for individuals and for the defence of our nation.”

Mr King, representing the Minister for Veterans Affairs and the Minister Assisting the Minister for Defence, Danna Vale, said the Federal Government recognised that employers of Defence Reservists often had an extra cost for allowing their employees time away from work to complete their Reserve service obligations.

Through Federal Government initiatives, such as the Employer Support Program, more than 430 NSW employers are receiving support and financial assistance to allow Reservists to continue their vital role in defence of our nation.
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