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MINISTER VALE TO VISIT AUSTRALIANS DEPLOYED TO EAST TIMOR AND BOUGAINVILLE

The Minister Assisting the Minister for Defence, Danna Vale will visit the Peace Monitoring Group, Bougainville, and Australian troops deployed with the UNMISET peacekeeping force in East Timor from Sunday 17 to Wednesday 20 November.  

In East Timor, Minister Vale will meet with Australian troops, serving with the peacekeeping force (PKF) of the United Nations Mission of Support in East Timor (UNMISET).  Australian troops deployed with the UNMISET PKF now number around 1,100.

On Sunday, she will meet with ADF personnel in the Australian National Command Element in Dili, and the UN PKF Headquarters, including: the UN Force Commander, Major General Tan Huck Gim; and the Deputy Force Commander, Australia’s Brigadier Justin Kelly.  

On Monday, the Minister will meet with members of the Australian Combined Battalion, deployed to the Bobonaro region of Sector West.  

“The newly internationalised Australian Combined Battalion, with recently rotated personnel from 5/7 RAR, also includes a company of reservists, and a company from Fiji – a country with a distinguished record in peacekeeping”, said Minister Vale

“This is the second deployment of 5/7 RAR into East Timor.  

“5/7 RAR was first deployed to West Timor during the transition from INTERFET to UNTAET, where they exchanged their green berets for the blue of the United Nations”, she said.

The Reserve company is predominantly comprised of 4th Brigade soldiers from Victoria.

Bougainville

In Bougainville, on Tuesday and Wednesday, Minister Vale will call upon Australian military and civilian personnel serving with the 85-member Peace Monitoring Group (PMG), where she will be briefed on current developments in the peace process.  

“I want to express Australia’s gratitude for the very great contribution our personnel in the PMG are making by assisting the Bougainvilleans to achieve the lasting peace and stability they want on Bougainville” the Minister said.

The PMG comprises 40 Australian Defence Force members and 14 civilian personnel, including 6 from the Department of Defence.  A Royal Australian Navy Landing Craft Heavy, presently HMAS Brunei, and a 17-strong crew, also provides maritime support to the PMG.

“Australian Defence Force personnel provide command and control, sustainment, and specialist weapons disposal expertise to the operation, whilst the civilian monitors fulfil the critical liaison, negotiation, reporting and information dissemination roles with the Parties to the Peace Process and the Bougainvillean community”, said Minister Vale

“The PMG continues to give significant support to the very successful weapons disposal process on Bougainville.  It has seen almost 1,700 weapons surrendered.

“More than 2000 ADF personnel and 300 Australian civilians have served as part of the Peace Monitoring Group - alongside personnel from New Zealand, Fiji and Vanuatu - and its predecessor, the Truce Monitoring Group, since late 1997”, she said.
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