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Friday 16th November 2002

MEDIA ALERT

FAREWELL PARADE FOR NEW ZEALAND PEACEKEEPERS

On behalf of the Australian Government and people, the Minister Assisting the Minister for Defence, Danna Vale, will officially thank the members of the New Zealand Contingent to East Timor for their work, dedication and effort in the various United Nations Operations in East Timor since 1999.

Following a brief Parade featuring the New Zealand Contingent and an Australian Defence Honour Guard, the parade will break for a traditional Gunfire Breakfast.

WHAT:
‘Thank You and Farewell’ Parade for the New Zealand Contingent for their support to the United Nations Operation in East Timor.

During the Parade, Number 3 Squadron, Royal New Zealand Air Force will be presented with a Governor-General’s Meritorious Unit Citation ‘for sustained outstanding service in support of peacekeeping operations while deployed in East Timor’. (Note: This information is under embargo until 08.30 AM, Saturday 16 November, 2002.)
WHO:
Australia: Minister Assisting the Minister for Defence, Danna Vale and Chief of Defence Force, General Peter Cosgrove, AC, MC.


New Zealand: Minister for Defence, the Hon. Mark Burton & Chief of Defence Force, Air Marshal Bruce Ferguson.

WHEN:
8.00 AM to 10.00 AM, Saturday 16 November 2002. Attending media should meet Steve Ridgway (ph 0411 885 994) at the Main Gate to RAAF Base Darwin, no later than 7:30am on Saturday 16th November.

WHERE:
RAAF Base Darwin.  Stuart Highway, Winnellie, NT

Minister Vale and Minister Burton will be available for media interviews at the conclusion of the Parade.

Contacts:

Minister Vale:


Rachael Thompson ph 0417 265 289

Department:

Steve Ridgway ph 0411 885 994 (Darwin)


Emma Diffen ph 0414 345 741 (Canberra)
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