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PRAISE FOR DARWIN’S ROLE IN BALI EVACUATION

Minister Assisting the Minister for Defence Danna Vale today paid tribute to the Defence personnel based in Darwin who assisted with the evacuation and care of victims as part of the whole of Government response to the Bali terrorist attacks.

On the same day that a special memorial ceremony was held at Kuta in Bali, Minister Vale thanked the Darwin-based Defence personnel and civilians who were in the front line of the emergency operations.

“The first RAAF Hercules was en route to Bali with medical personnel and vital medical supplies within 12 hours of the first explosion,” Minister Vale said.

“Within 24 hours the first C130 Hercules transport aircraft had returned to Darwin with injured Australians.

“The fact that the ADF was able to send a C130 Hercules transport aircraft to Darwin well within the 12 hour aero-medical evacuation requirement is exceptional. Establishing the support requirements to evacuate seriously injured personnel from Bali within 24 hours of the occurrence reinforces the excellent training and the dedication of our Defence personnel.’

“From coordinating the aero medical evacuation to acting as stretcher-bearers, Defence personnel worked tirelessly in partnership with staff from the Royal Darwin Hospital to stabilise and care for the injured.”

ADF personnel at today’s function, held at the Truscot Club at RAAF Base Darwin, represented the 11 Defence Darwin based organisations who were involved with the operation, including:
RAAF 321 Combat Support Squadron

RAAF 114 Mobile Control and Reporting Unit

RAAF 13 Squadron (Reserve)

RAAF 1 Air Terminal Squadron Detachment Darwin

RAAF 44 Wing Detachment Darwin

Headquarters Northern Command

Joint Logistics Unit – North

Army No 1 Brigade

Army Psychological Service Darwin

HMAS Coonawarra

Defence Community Organisation (DCO)

“Almost 100 Darwin Defence personnel were involved in this complex operation with over 100,000 pounds of equipment and cargo airlifted in and out of Darwin,” Minister Vale said.

“Darwin ADF personnel played a vital role in assisting those injured in this terrible event and I know that their efforts are appreciated by the Australian community”, she said.
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