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MINISTER FOR DEFENCE


MEDIA RELEASE

Thursday,  29 November 2001
MIN 476/01

REDEVELOPMENT OF RAAF BASE TOWNSVILLE

Defence Minister Robert Hill today announced the appointment of Leighton Contractors Pty Ltd to deliver Stage 2 of the Redevelopment of RAAF Base Townsville in North Queensland.

Leightons are successfully managing the design and construction of the current Stage 1 of the RAAF Base Townsville redevelopment, which should be completed by mid next year, and will provide new operational facilities and replace current operational support facilities.  

 “The Stage 2 redevelopment will enhance the overall effectiveness of RAAF Base Townsville, an important part of the chain of airfields maintained for the air defence and surveillance of Australia’s northern areas,” Senator Hill said.

“Improvements to facilities in Townsville underlines the Federal Government’s commitment to Defence personnel and capability.” 

The works are valued at about $72.5 million and include the upgrade of air movement facilities, provision of physical training facilities, emergency power generation, working and transit accommodation and messing facilities.

The primary role of RAAF Base Townsville is to serve as a deployment base for combat aircraft and the 3rd Brigade, the major land component of the Australian Ready Deployment Force, and as a centre to control regional air operations.

Stage 2 is scheduled to be completed by December 2004.
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