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Regional Defence Seminar

The Minister for Defence, John Moore, has emphasised the importance of globalisation to senior defence planners and policy officers at a Regional Defence Seminar held at Cypress Lakes over the last two days.

“Developments in communications and computing technologies, combined with the spread of market economies, are fundamentally reshaping the world in which defence forces and Governments will need to operate,” Mr Moore said.

Mr Moore also noted Australia’s policy of regional engagement and the strengthening network of bilateral defence relations had been particularly relevant in the context of recent regional events.

“Globalisation is promoting cooperation and the ties we have developed with regional countries have made it possible for Australia to define its security in and with the region.

“A network of relationships is the best way to develop and support a sense of shared strategic objectives with countries in our region.”

Mr Moore said the seminar provided an important forum for senior members of regional defence forces to meet and work towards developing a shared understanding of the strategic issues facing the region.

The seminar was the second in a series to be hosted by Australia, with the first in 1998 focusing on the implications of the Asian financial crisis for defence planning.

The seminar was attended by representatives from Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, the Republic of Korea, Malaysia, New Zealand, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, and Vietnam.  Observers from China, Japan and the United States also attended.
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