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PARLSEC 354/00

CADET FATALITY IN QUEENSLAND

Parliamentary Secretary for Defence, Senator Eric Abetz today said he was deeply saddened by the death of an Army Cadet on Tuesday as a result of a drowning accident in Queensland.

Cadet (ACC) Karl Sperling got into difficulties while participating in a water training exercise near Murgon last Saturday and was taken to hospital in a critical condition.  He died three days later.

"The loss of a young person like Karl is a terrible tragedy for his family, his friends, his community and fellow cadets," Senator Abetz said.

"On behalf of the Government, I would like to extend my sympathy and condolences to all who knew Karl."

A preliminary inquiry into the circumstances of Cadet Sperling's death has been underway since last weekend.  A full investigation will be conducted by the Australian Regular Army.
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