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Public Access to Garden Island

The Minister for Defence, John Moore, today officially opened to the public a section of historic Garden Island in Sydney Harbour.

Garden Island has been the centre of Naval activity since the earliest days of European settlement in Australia and this is the first time it has been opened to the public in more than 150 years.

The historic northern tip of the Island retains a unique mixture of landscaping and buildings, and evidence of early fortifications and rock carvings.

The carvings date from 1788 when Garden Island originally served as a garden for the crew of HMS Sirius.  It was during this time that crewmembers carved their initials into the rock and into posterity.  These carvings represent the only remaining physical evidence of the First Fleet in Australia. 

“Agreement was reached in 1997 to facilitate limited public access to the northern section of Garden Island.  The Federal Government has subsequently provided $6 million from the Federation Fund initiative to bring the project to fruition,” said Mr Moore.

“Opening up the northern portion of Garden Island will provide an area for quiet enjoyment of Sydney Harbour.  The original lookout atop the old Signals Building has been re-instated, offering spectacular 360 degree views of the Harbour.”

The Defence Department has been working closely with the NSW Government and Australian Heritage Commission to achieve a successful outcome.

“As Minister for Defence, I would like to thank everyone connected with the project, particularly Defence Force personnel who have contributed to its success.  I am sure the people of Sydney and the thousands of visitors who come to enjoy one of the world’s most magnificent harbours will appreciate the effort that has gone into opening up Garden Island to the public.”

The public area will include a display of naval artefacts and memorabilia.  Visitors will be able to enter the site from tomorrow, Friday 24th November, via a Sydney Ferry service from Circular Quay.  Operating hours will be 9.00am to 4.00pm.

The Defence Department will retain ownership of the public access precinct.
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