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PARLSEC 342/00

DEFENCE RECOGNISED FOR EXCELLENCE

IN AUSTRALIAN TRAINING

Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Defence, Senator Eric Abetz today congratulated the Department of Defence for its receipt of the Australian National Training Board Award (ANTA) which was awarded at the Australian National Training Awards annual presentation ceremony in Hobart last night.

The ANTA  Board Award is given to an industry or organisation that acts as an excellent role model for the take-up of national training  initiatives.  Major General Simon Willis, Head Defence Personnel Executive, accepted the award on behalf of the Defence Organisation.

"It is particularly pleasing to see that Defence's involvement and commitment to national vocational and education initiatives has been recognised by the ANTA Board.  

"This award acknowledges the hard work of Major General Willis and the thousands of people involved in the design, delivery, evaluation and support of Defence's vocational education and training," Senator Abetz said.

Recognising the importance of achieving and maintaining the 'knowledge edge', the Defence Organisation delivers 82 national qualifications and 445 other programs leading to nationally recognised qualifications.  This is conducted through its own quality endorsed and registered training organisations and in cooperation with other non-Defence providers, as part of its commitment to people development.

"To Defence, the National Vocational Education and Training system is a strategic asset.  It contributes significantly to the development of Defence capability in peace.  It will be a major source of qualified people to the Australian Defence Force in times of mobilisation.

"Defence actively supports national policy initiatives directed at improving Australia's capacity to support and sustain the development and competitiveness of the Australian workforce in a global economy," Major General Willis said.

Major General Willis added, "Defence must offer all our people rewarding and attractive careers while they are in the service of their country.  We must also ensure that our people have the opportunity to develop skills that will make them attractive to potential future employers after they leave Defence."

The Awards were presented at a Gala Evening attended by the Commonwealth, State and Territory Ministers for Employment, Education Training and Youth Affairs, the ANTA Board and representatives for industry and enterprises.

For further information, contact: Ken Jorgensen, Training Systems Policy, (02) 6266 3579
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