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Queenscliff’s Future Secured

The Minister for Defence, John Moore, today welcomed the decision by the Chief of Army, Lieutenant General Peter Cosgrove, to continue Army’s commitment to Fort Queenscliff in Victoria.

The Minister has been advised of Army’s intention to relocate the Soldier Career Management Agency (SCMA) from Victoria Barracks in Melbourne to Queenscliff.

Fort Queenscliff is a significant heritage facility that has, for many years, been home to the Army Command and Staff College.  The College is moving to Canberra and there had been speculation about Queenscliff’s future use.

“The decision to move the SCMA to Queenscliff means that this unique complex will continue to contribute, not only to Army’s future, but to the future of the communities in and around Queenscliff,” Mr Moore said.

“The Government has received strong representations from the local Federal Member, Stewart McArthur, about the positive economic and social impact Fort Queenscliff has on the area.

“Mr McArthur has successfully represented the views of his constituents and I’m certain that General Cosgrove’s decision to relocate the SCMA will be welcomed by the people of Queenscliff,” said Mr Moore.

The Soldier Career Management Agency comprises 100 military and 35 civilian personnel.  It is of an equivalent size to the Staff College but has been operating within limited facilities at Victoria Barracks.

Army’s assessment of the relocation proposal considered maximising the use of existing Defence facilities while minimizing operating costs and disruption to personnel, their families and local communities.

“General Cosgrove has advised me that moving the SCMA to its new home represents a sound solution to Army’s long term requirements.

“I am also pleased that the Federal Government’s commitment to regional Australia has again been demonstrated through this decision,” Mr Moore said.
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