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PARLSEC 330/00

ABETZ REJECTS LABOR'S ALLEGATIONS ON 

WAR MEMORIAL

Labor's allegations of a secret plan to sell the Australian War Memorial have been rejected as desperate politics by a party devoid of policies by Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Defence Senator Eric Abetz today. 

"Labor cannot be serious. The so called "secret plan" of selling the Australian War Memorial is absolutely ridiculous as this Government is committed to keeping the Australian War Memorial as a freely accessible monument to the service and sacrifice of all Australians in war and peacekeeping operations. 

"Labor has obviously forgotten that they were the ones who restricted Australians' access to such an important historical record by introducing entrance fees in 1991 and which this Government opposed and were disallowed in the Senate.

 
"It is a pity that Dr Stephen Martin failed to check the details of the allegations raised by members of the Army Museum of Western Australia Foundation, especially before he issued such a ludicrous media release," Senator Abetz said.

The accusations arose from a Senate hearing into the proposed sale of the Fremantle Artillery Barracks, at which representatives of the Foundation made a submission.

"In a letter dated 29 September 2000, the Foundation vowed that they would attack me and erode my vote base.  Labor has become a willing accomplice to this vow, without any concern for the veracity of the claims," Senator Abetz said.

The Foundation's letter stated "You now leave us no option but to attack you…and to erode your vote base." 

"This attempt by Foundation to play the man rather than the ball, diminishes itself and its cause.  Labor in adopting these tactics not only undermines the standing of the Senate inquiry - the very one they called for - but also diminishes its own standing even further," Senator Abetz said.
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