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PARLSEC 323/00

COMMONWEALTH DELIVERS ENHANCED FIRE SERVICE RESPONSE TO MOOREBANK AREA

Senator Eric Abetz, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Defence, today announced that a meeting between Defence officials and members of the New South Wales Fire Brigade (NSWFB) had reached an agreement for local residents to receive an enhanced fire service by the NSWFB use of the former Army Fire Service facility located in Moorebank. 

"The agreement today has ensured that the New South Wales Fire Brigade will be able to improve it's response to the surrounding residential area by providing access to the fire station located in Moorebank," Senator Abetz said.

During the meeting between the two organisations' officials, local federal member Mrs Dana Vale helped to facilitate a resolution to the concerns of the NSWFB over the relocation of the Army Fire Service from Moorebank to Darwin.  Defence will provide access to the former Army fire station on a lease basis for at least 2 years, while the NSWFB continues plans for the future development of a permanent presence in the area.

"This agreement ensures that the Army Fire Service support to the NSWFB, which was provided free of charge by the Commonwealth, will be replaced by a NSWFB presence in the same facilities which had previously served the community so well.

"It is a pity that the NSW Minister for Emergency Services Bob Debus chose to play politics with this issue, rather than getting on with his job protecting the people of his State.  Instead he leaves it up to the Commonwealth to provide a responsible solution to his own agency's concerns, rather than ensuring that the NSWFB was in a position to take over fire protection responsibility - something it was flagged 2 years ago," Senator Abetz said.
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