MEDIA  RELEASE
[image: image1.png]



The Hon. John Moore, MP

Minister for Defence

Media release from the Hon. John Moore MP  —  Minister for Defence
Page 2

Tuesday, 8 August 2000
MIN198/00

New Defence Projects Approved

The Minister for Defence, John Moore, today announced Government approval for two important Defence projects to proceed to contract.

Approval of Project NINOX will lead to the delivery of 51 ground surveillance radar systems to the ADF, while approval of Project AIR 5406 opens the way for cooperation between Australia and the United States for engineering, research and development of new Electronic Warfare self-protection systems for aircraft.

“These two projects are important because they will not only enhance the capability of Australia’s Defence Force, they also will provide a significant boost for Australian defence industries,” said Mr Moore.

As a result of the Government approving Project NINOX, a $62 million contract between the Australian Defence Force and Racal Australia will be signed shortly.  The radar systems will be built in Adelaide by Vision Abell, who will also be responsible for through-life support.

“The Project NINOX ground surveillance radar systems detect, recognise and track targets on land, air and sea, and direct artillery fire,” Mr Moore said.  “A small number of systems were trailed in East Timor where they proved highly effective.  The Government has approved Project NINOX because of the improved surveillance capability this equipment will provide ADF operations.”

The Racal product is an improved version of a system currently in service with overseas defence forces.  The radar systems will be issued to infantry battalions, artillery regiments and regional force surveillance units, with 25 of the systems fitted to Australian light armoured vehicles in reconnaissance regiments.

“AIR 5406 will fulfill Australia’s obligations under an agreement with the United States Government,” Mr Moore said.  “It will lead to the transfer of electronic warfare technology to Australia through collaborative engineering and research work, in support of future airborne Early Warning self-protection projects.”

The project involves an initial $3 million contract with the US Government, and further contracts with Australian industry for research, development and engineering work in the future. 

More information is available from:

Project NINOX – Lieutenant Colonel Richard Barber – 02  6266 3409 or 0419 209 662

AIR 5406 – Mr Mark Devlin – 02 6265 1624
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