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MSPA 009/08 
Friday, 9 January 2009
RETURN TO AUSTRALIA OF PRIVATE GREG SHER 
WHAT:
Ramp ceremony for the late Private Greg Sher.  
WHEN:
Friday, 9 January 2009. 
WHERE:
Tullaramine Airport, Melbourne.  
BACKGROUND:

A ramp ceremony is to occur to honour the arrival home of Private Greg Sher at Tullaramine Airport on Friday.    
Minister for Defence, the Hon. Joel Fitzgibbon MP; Shadow Minister for Defence Science and Personnel, the Hon. Bob Baldwin MP (representing the Shadow Minister for Defence); Member for Melbourne Ports, Mr Michael Danby MP; Acting Chief of the Defence Force, Lieutenant General David Hurley; Chief of Army, Lieutenant General Ken Gillespie; Special Operations Commander Australia, Major General Tim McOwan; and Commanding Officer 1st Commando Regiment, Lieutentant Colonel Vance Khan will be in attendance.  
At the request of the family and due to the protected identity status of the personnel involved in this ceremony, media will not be invited to participate in this solemn event.  
Vision   

· Defence vision will be available for Melbourne metropolitan networks. Please contact Mr Graeme Henley on 0417 049 055 for details on accessing the vision.

Photography

· High resolution images of the service will be available from the Defence website: http://www.defence.gov.au/media/download. 
Media note:  

There will not be an opportunity for an interview; however there will be a pre-recorded statement as part of the media compile.
Media contact: 
Defence Media Liaison: (02) 6265 3343 or 0408 498 664
Issued by Coordination and Public Affairs, Department of Defence, Canberra, ACT

Phone: 02 6265 3343, Fax: 02 62656946

Media Releases are available via e-mail if you register at www.defence.gov.au/media

[image: image1.jpg]