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2009 AUSTRALIAN DEFENCE FORCE PARLIAMENTARY EXCHANGE PROGRAM
 

The Parliamentary Secretary for Defence Support, the Hon Dr Mike Kelly AM MP this week welcomed fifteen Australian Defence Force personnel to Parliament House as part of the ADF Parliamentary Exchange Program.

The participating ADF personnel, who represent a balance across the Services, ranks and genders, were attached to a Senator or Member of Parliament’s Parliamentary office during the sitting week of 14 – 17 September 2009.  

Participants attended information sessions, tours and meetings with the aim of familiarising them with the workings of Parliament House.

"This program allows ADF personnel to gain a valuable insight into both parliamentary and committee processes,” Dr Kelly said.

 

"Parliamentarians and ADF members live and work in very different, but unique environments and this is a valuable opportunity to gain an appreciation and understanding of these differences,"

“The mutual understanding achieved through this aspect of the Program cannot be overstated and, as ever, the Program stands in debt to those Parliamentarians who elect to sponsor Defence participants in Parliament House for this important week”.

The exchange program is a unique opportunity for senators and members of parliament to return the compliment to the ADF for the opportunity they receive every year to be attached to any number of exciting military operations and units.

"This year 45 Senators and Members of Parliament have already participated in the ADFPP where they were attached for periods of five to ten days working alongside men and women of the ADF in places as diverse as Afghanistan, Border Protection off Cape York, and RAAF Base East Sale, the home of the Roulettes,” Dr Kelly said. 

Information and imagery of the ADF Parliamentary Program can be obtained from http://www.defence.gov.au/adfpp/index.cfm 

Media contacts:

Mark Sjolander (Dr Mike Kelly):
02 6277 4840 or 0407 102 220
Defence Media Liaison:
02 6127 1999 or 0408 498 664

www.defence.gov.au

