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CHANGE OF COMMAND IN MIDDLE EAST

On 12 January 2009, the Command of Joint Task Force 633 was passed from Major General Mike Hindmarsh to Major General Mark Kelly.
Major General Hindmarsh assumed command of the Joint Task Force on the 1st March 2008 after serving as the Commander Special Operations Command. 

General Hindmarsh said of his tenure in command, 

“Without question this has been one of the best commands I have experienced with an excellent team focused on supporting the troops who are deployed throughout the Middle East.”
Major General Kelly has now assumed command of the Joint Task Force having most recently served as the Commander Land Command.  
“I would like to acknowledge the great leadership provided by Major General Hindmarsh and congratulate him for all that has been achieved by Joint Task Force 633 during his tenure. I wish him a safe trip back home to Australia, a happy reunion with his family and a well deserved rest,” Major General Kelly said.

The Chief of the Defence Force, Air Chief Marshal Angus Houston, said he was confident that Major General Kelly would build on the progress made during Major General Hindmarsh’s command.

“General Kelly will oversee our continued important work in Afghanistan disrupting the insurgency and allowing the Afghan Government to extend its influence.  General Kelly will also command our continued contribution to the rehabilitation and reconstruction of Iraq and security in the Gulf. I wish him well as he takes on these important and demanding tasks,” Air Chief Marshal Houston said.
A Change of Command ceremony was conducted at the Joint Task Force Headquarters in the Middle East.
Headquarters Joint Task Force 633 is located in the Middle East and has a joint-force team of Navy, Army and Air Force personnel who provide the command function for the Australian forces in Iraq, Afghanistan and the wider Gulf region.
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