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	DEFENCE TRANSCRIPT



SENIOR TALIBAN INSURGENT COMMANDER KILLED

MEDIA BRIEFING BY CHIEF OF JOINT OPERATIONS, LIEUTENANT GENERAL MARK EVANS
Sunday, 11 January 2009
E&OE 
LIEUTENANT GENERAL MARK EVANS:

Well good afternoon ladies and gentlemen, and thank you all for coming out this afternoon. Firstly, may I take this opportunity to advise my role and function. 
As Chief of Joint Operations it's my responsibility to plan and conduct operations on behalf of the Chief of the Defence Force. Last year I was the commander of the Australian forces in the Middle East, so I have a recent operational experience and understand the situation well. It's for this reason I'm here this afternoon, and I'll be in a position to take some questions from you relating to recent operations in Afghanistan.
I must begin today by saying that this is a solemn day for the Defence Force and for the family of Private Gregory Sher. Private Sher's funeral took place today. Our thoughts and prayers are with his family and his friends during this time of grief and mourning. Please let me express on behalf of the ADF our sincere condolences for the family's tragic loss of Gregory.
Now, over the past two weeks, combat operations have intensified, with multiple engagements of Afghanistan insurgents. These engagements demonstrate the ongoing high tempo of operations that ADF troops have been conducting. The Australian Special Forces and the members of the Mentoring and Reconstruction Taskforce continue their security, clearance, mentoring and reconstruction tasks and this has recently drawn the insurgents into a number of combat operations.
These engagements demonstrate the ongoing high tempo of operations that ADF troops have been conducting. The Australian Special Forces and the members of the Mentoring and Reconstruction Taskforce continue their security, clearance and mentoring and reconstruction tasks. And this has recently drawn the insurgents into a number of combat operations.
A recent event worth noting was the positive identification and subsequent targeting of a Taliban leader who was highly active in the Baluchi region. A Special Operations Task Group has gathered sufficient evidence to declare that they have killed Mullah Abdul Rasheed. Rasheed was a senior commander in the Baluchi Valley and was involved with the importation of foreign fighters, IED experts and potential suicide bombers. He had been identified as a primary IED facilitator responsible for coordinating IED emplacement in Oruzgan Province. Rasheed is also believed to have been behind the rocket attack that killed Private Sher last Sunday, and other operations which resulted in the death of Coalition Force members and civilians in recent months.
I'd now like to address the speculation around what has been called Op Plan 2012. And I'd like to make this point clear from the start. There is no timeline for withdrawal of Australian troops from Afghanistan. That is a matter for the Australian Government to decide. Op Plan 2012 is a tactical planning document that allows the ADF to set benchmarks for the conduct of its operations in Afghanistan. 
This document was designed to achieve a synergy between ADF operations and those of the International Security Force operations in Afghanistan.
That concludes my statement, and I'm happy to take any questions.
REPORTER:

[Inaudible]
LIEUTENANT GENERAL MARK EVANS:

I'm not in a place to give the actual detail of that. That is operational information and I'd rather not disclose how he was actually killed.
REPORTER:

[Inaudible]
LIEUTENANT GENERAL MARK EVANS:

Rasheed's a significant leader within the Baluchi area of Oruzgan Province. We know that he was coordinating operations. 
REPORTER:

[Inaudible]
LIEUTENANT GENERAL MARK EVANS:

Well, obviously our tempo is very high at the moment. We've taken this battle to the Taliban. Obviously the death of Rasheed will have an effect on the ability of the Taliban to conduct coherent operations in Oruzgan Province.
REPORTER:

[Inaudible]

LIEUTENANT GENERAL MARK EVANS:

I think all I'd say at the moment is that he was a significant Taliban leader within Oruzgan Province.
REPORTER:

[Inaudible]
LIEUTENANT GENERAL MARK EVANS:



I'm not prepared to go into the detail of the operation itself. All I will say is there were a degree... a large number of operations conducted there at that time.
REPORTER:

[Inaudible]
LIEUTENANT GENERAL MARK EVANS:

We're fairly certain that Rasheed has been involved in those operations. Rasheed as I said is a significant Taliban leader within Oruzgan Province, and is responsible for running many of the operations in that province.
REPORTER:

[Inaudible]
LIEUTENANT GENERAL MARK EVANS:

Well I have to say that Oruzgan Province, and Afghanistan more generally, is a very dangerous place. Soldiers are continually at risk conducting these operations.
REPORTER:

[Inaudible]
LIEUTENANT GENERAL MARK EVANS:

I don't believe it's any more increased than what it was.
REPORTER:

[Inaudible]
LIEUTENANT GENERAL MARK EVANS:

Ah look, I wouldn't for a minute get into the detail of those tactical plans, and the classified aspects of that plan. I'll just reinforce that the issue of timetables are a matter for the Government and not for the military.
REPORTER:

[Inaudible]
LIEUTENANT GENERAL MARK EVANS:

On the first point, I wouldn't give you details how long this operation has been going on. But what I can say is that we were after Rasheed for a long time. You shouldn't connect the death of Private Sher and Rasheed.

If I can take one more question.
REPORTER:

[Inaudible]
LIEUTENANT GENERAL MARK EVANS:

Yes. We're conducting operations continually. We work on our intelligence. We were after Rasheed, and it's not connected.
REPORTER:

[Inaudible]
LIEUTENANT GENERAL MARK EVANS:

The Special Forces Group were directly involved in this operation, and that's all I'll say. 
That was the last question. Thank you very much.
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