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HMAS TOOWOOMBA COMPLETES DEPLOYMENT TO THE MIDDLE EAST

The Royal Australian Navy’s HMAS Toowoomba has recently completed a six month deployment to the Middle East conducting operations in support of Countering Terrorism, Maritime Security, and Counter-Piracy.

Toowoomba completed six patrols during her deployment; four in support of Counter-Terrorism and two under Counter-Piracy operations. During the conduct of these patrols, Toowoomba disrupted a piracy attack on two transiting merchant vessels resulting in their safe transit through the region.

Commander Joint Task Force 633 Major General Mark Kelly, AO, said HMAS Toowoomba has achieved many successes throughout her deployment in the Middle East and her contribution to the maritime security of the region has been outstanding.

“The ship’s company are to be commended for their tireless efforts in their support to maritime security operations.”

The ship conducted patrols through the Persian Gulf and Gulf of Aden and provided the first direct contribution by an Australian warship to both the counter-terrorism and counter-piracy operations in this part of the Middle East Area of Operations.

Two Australian Navy warships came to the aid of a merchant vessel under attack from pirates earlier this year as they passed through the Horn of Africa. These ships were not officially part of the international task force, but were fulfilling their obligation under the International Law of the Sea.

The S70-B Seahawk Naval Helicopter embarked in Toowoomba achieved 130 sorties and 241 operational flying hours with a total of 129 days of full mission capability contributing to the overall operational success.

During her deployment, Toowoomba participated in a major exercise with the Pakistan Navy and conducted port visits to Karachi, Jordan and Aqaba, fostering good will and enhancing relationships with the Royal Jordanian Navy.

Toowoomba’s Operation SLIPPER deployment was the 21st undertaken by a ship of the Australian Navy.

Operation SLIPPER is Australia's military contribution to international campaigns against terrorism, countering piracy in the Gulf of Aden, and maritime security. 
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