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ACCOLADES FOR DEFENCE OHS CHAMPIONS IN 2009 SAFETY AWARDS

Defence was recognised in five categories of the 2009 Safety, Rehabilitation and Compensation Commission (SRCC) Safety Awards that were announced on 24 September 2009. In its ninth year, the Awards recognise public, private sector agencies and individuals within the Comcare scheme who have achieved excellence in workplace occupational health, safety, rehabilitation and return-to-work practices. This year attracted 52 entries across five categories.

Category 1 - Leadership Award for Injury Prevention and Management: Awarded Commendation to Training Command ARMY. 

Category 3 - Best Solution to an Identified Workplace Health and Safety Issue: Awarded Finalist to NAVY Fleet Support Unit, Perth for Confined Space Trainer. 

Category 4 - Best Individual Contribution to Health and Safety recognises outstanding personal achievements in improving and enhancing workplace occupational health and safety.

· Category 4A - Employee who does not have responsibility for OHS 
· Awarded Winner to Warrant Officer Class 2 Bruce Ferguson, ARMY.

· Awarded Commendation to Petty Officer Scott Norbury, NAVY.

· Category 4B - Employee with responsibility for OHS
· Awarded Winner to Mr Russell Power, OHS and Environment Officer HMAS CAIRNS.

Category 5 – Rehabilitation and Return to Work Award recognises demonstrated efforts towards excellence and innovation in rehabilitation and return to work programs for ill or injured employees. Awarded Highly Commended to Australian Defence Force Rehabilitation Program.
“The Secretary of Defence and I extend our congratulations to our newly recognised Defence OHS Champions for their outstanding efforts in improving OHS within Defence.  Their initiatives and leadership exemplify our Defence Values.  OHS leading practice is a key capability enabler and we expect it to be the way we do business throughout Defence,” the Chief of the Defence Force, Air Chief Marshal Houston, said.

 “As Co-Chair of the Defence OHS Committee with Deputy Secretary People Strategies and Policy, Phil Minns,  we applaud the individuals and teams who have received these Awards. We strive to improve the maturity of our Defence OHS systems by collaborating, sharing knowledge and applying what we have learned. This is enhanced by the innovation and personal dedication to leading practice demonstrated by the Awardees,” Vice Chief of the Defence Force, Lieutenant General Hurley, said. 

Winners of categories 2–4 of the 2009 SRCC Safety Awards will feed into the National Safe Work Australia Awards in 2010. 

Further information and how to enter in the 2010 Defence OHS Awards is available at: http://www.defence.gov.au/dpe/ohsc/programs/DefenceOHSAwards/ 
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