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PERSONAL CIRCUMSTANCES OF MRS BREEANNA TILL

The Chief of the Defence Force, Air Chief Marshal Angus Houston, has extended the tenancy on Mrs Breeanna Till’s Defence residency and the associated removal entitlements to September 2010.

Air Chief Marshal Houston said it was Defence policy to provide Defence housing for the dependants of an ADF member killed in action for the following six months.

“Given the particular circumstances of this case, I have decided to extend this out to 18 months – to September 2010,” Air Chief Marshal Houston said

“On 31 August, I spoke with Mrs Till and told her I would look at this matter for her. The Chief of Army had previously advised Mrs Till in April that the tenancy had been extended to March 2010.

“I feel this is the only reasonable course of action. It will allow Mrs Till more time to deal with her husband’s tragic loss and the arrival of a new baby.

“Every bereavement is complex and difficult. So too is every family situation. This complexity necessitates that we deal with the individual circumstances of each family compassionately.

“I believe in this case, this is a sensitive and appropriate course of action.”

Air Chief Marshal Houston said he and the Army Chain of Command had been unaware until today that Mrs Till was waiting for reimbursement on equipment her late husband had purchased before he went to Afghanistan.

“I was unaware of this issue, however, I give an undertaking to Mrs Till that we will reimburse her for this equipment expeditiously,” Air Chief Marshal Houston said.

“Defence has, and will continue to provide Mrs Till with ongoing assistance to deal with the emotional and financial effects of the death of her husband. We are committed to assisting Mrs Till and her family through this very difficult time.”
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