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MSPA 270/09
Monday, 17 August 2009
Cancellation of 2009 Beating the Retreat Ceremonies

Defence wishes to advise this year’s Beating the Retreat Ceremonies at the Royal Military College has been cancelled. These ceremonies were scheduled to be conducted on the evenings of Thursday 24 September and Friday 25 September 2009 at the Royal Military College, Duntroon.

Due to current funding and resource constraints, Defence has assessed they could not conduct both of the Beating the Retreat ceremonies and the Queens Birthday Parade within this financial year. 

Although Defence is considering the continuation of this ceremony in 2010, no final decision has been made in regards to future Beating the Retreat Ceremonies. Defence will re-assess the resource environment next year and make a decision in the best interests of the Royal Military College and Defence.

The public should be assured that the cancellation of this activity will have no impact on the future of the Queen’s Birthday Parade. This year’s Queen’s Birthday Parade was cancelled due to a local outbreak of H1N1 Swine Influenza. It remains a significant parade for the Royal Military College, and there are no plans for its cancellation.

The decision to cancel this year’s Beating the Retreat was not made lightly, and Defence apologises for any disappointment or inconvenience the decision may cause.

The cancellation of this event should in no way diminish the outstanding work done by the Royal Military College Duntroon, its staff and the Cadets. The performance of our graduates today on operational service is a credit to the quality of our people and the training and education delivered at the Royal Military College.
Please note effective as of 1900 Friday August 14 the Defence Media Room has a new telephone number.

 

The new number is 02 612 71999.
 

The exisitng after hours duty mobile 0408 498 664 will remain.
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Defence Media Liaison: 02 612 71999 or 0408 498 664
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