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RELEASE OF INQUIRY OFFICER’S REPORT INTO THE DEATH OF CORPORAL MATHEW HOPKINS IN AFGHANISTAN

The Vice Chief of the Defence Force, Lieutenant General David Hurley AO DSC, today released the Inquiry Officer’s report into the death of Corporal Mathew Hopkins. Corporal Hopkins was killed on operational service in Afghanistan on 16 March this year.  

Corporal Hopkins, who served in Australia’s Mentoring and Reconstruction Task Force, was killed as a result of an intense fire-fight with Taliban insurgents while conducting a joint patrol with the Afghan National Army near Kakarak, 12km north of Tarin Kowt in Oruzgan Province.    

The Inquiry Officer found that the gunshot wound Corporal Hopkins sustained was fatal and that no medical intervention would have saved his life.      

The Inquiry Officer made one recommendation; that the appointment of a Commission of Inquiry was not warranted. The Chief of the Defence Force has accepted the recommendation. The Minister for Defence has agreed with the report’s recommendation and authorised the public release of the report.

The Inquiry Officer also found that all training and procedures supported the conduct of the operation. The level of training and the application of procedures allowed the patrol to maintain good order under significant pressure and subsequently extract itself from the area of contact.  

Lieutenant General Hurley commended the courage of the Australian, Afghan and coalition soldiers who provided medical assistance to Corporal Hopkins and assisted in his evacuation. 

“The members of Corporal Hopkins’s patrol fought well in dangerous and chaotic circumstances under heavy insurgent fire. Their ability to perform at the level they did and maintain cohesion is a testament to their techniques, training and procedures,” said Lieutenant General Hurley.  
Corporal Hopkins’s wife, his family and members of his unit have been briefed on the outcome of the Inquiry Officer’s report.  

“Once again we offer our condolences to his family and his friends. Corporal Hopkins’s death is deeply felt by all of us in the Australian Defence Force.”  

Corporal Hopkins was the first member of Australia’s Mentoring and Reconstruction Task Force to be killed in action since its formation in October last year and one of eleven soldiers to have died since operations began in Afghanistan in 2001.  

Media Note: An unclassified version of the Inquiry Officer’s report is available for download from www.defence.gov.au/coi. Redactions have been made to the original report to protect Australian Defence Force operating procedures.  
Media contact: Defence Media Liaison: 02 6265 3343 or 0408 498 664
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