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PERSONAL STATEMENT RELEASED ON BEHALF OF THE PARENTS OF PRIVATE RANAUDO

Firstly we would like to say how proud we are of our son. Benjamin was a proud soldier. He believed in what he did. It was more than a job it was his passion, his life.

He was a son, a brother, a comrade, a life partner. His smile could light up the darkest of days. Ben touched the lives of so many with his warm heart. His strong spirit carried his family and friends through his absence and it will carry them through their loss.

Our heart goes out to the injured soldier and his family.

We thank the nation for your kind words and condolences. The response has been overwhelming. We would also like to thank the Defence Force for their support in our time of need; they have been both professional and compassionate. 

To Benjamin’s comrades, our support is with you. You have lost a friend and a brother. You are all in our hearts.

We send our support and prayers to all the men and women serving here and overseas keeping our country safe.

Please let’s not let Benjamin’s death, and the death of the other 10 soldiers be in vain. 

Media Note:

The family has requested their privacy continue to be respected. They will not be conducting any media interviews.

Media contact: Defence Media Liaison: 02 6265 3343 or 0408 498 664
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