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FEDERAL COURT DECISION INTO THE DEATH OF NATHAN FRANCIS

Cadet Nathan Francis of Scotch College died on Friday, 30 March 2007 from an anaphylactic reaction during an Army Cadet exercise in Daylesford, Victoria.

Comcare has conducted its investigation into alleged breaches of the Occupational Health and Safety Act 1991, which resulted in the peanut allergy related death of Nathan Francis.

Defence cooperated fully during the investigation and accepts the decision handed down today by Justice North.

A comprehensive investigation into the provision of rations to cadets has been conducted by Defence. A number of improvements and enhancements to the prevention and management of allergies have been developed and implemented as a result of this investigation.

Defence deeply regrets Nathan’s death. Action has been taken to reduce the likelihood of this tragedy happening again. Defence is confident it is now well placed to manage any future risks relating to allergic conditions and the use of combat ration packs.

The safety and well-being of Defence’s civilian and service personnel remains one of our highest priorities. Defence will continue to cooperate closely with Comcare to achieve high standards of Occupational Health and Safety.

As this matter may subject to further legal proceedings it would be inappropriate to comment further.
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