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AUSTRALIANS JOIN HUMANITARIAN MISSION PACIFIC PARTNERSHIP 2009

Lending a helping hand to Australia’s neighbours is all part of the job for Australian Defence Force engineers and medical personnel joining the multinational PACIFIC PARTNERSHIP 2009 team in the South West Pacific from 30 June to 18 September 2009.

PACIFIC PARTNERSHIP is an annual U.S sponsored Humanitarian Civic Assistance mission aimed at strengthening international relationships and interoperability for disaster relief throughout Oceania and Southeast Asia.

The ADF is returning to PACIFIC PARTNERSHIP this year to help deliver much needed engineering, medical and dental aid in Samoa, Tonga, Solomon Islands, Kiribati and the Republic of the Marshall Islands. 

24 Australian Army engineers, one Navy Medical Officer, one Dental Hygienist, one Navy Civil Military Cooperation Officer and HMA Ships BETANO and WEWAK will work within the 100 plus multi-national and multi-skilled team to improve the lives of the people in the Pacific. 

“The participating ADF personnel are honoured to be part of a mission dedicated to working with, and supporting their regional neighbours,” said Australian Army Combat Engineer Lieutenant Mick Collaros. 

“It will be a great cultural experience – mission partners will exchange expert knowledge and learn from each other,” said Lieutenant Collaros. 

The ADF will help renovate sites including schools and hospital and administer a wide variety of medical and dental programs. 

US Navy ship USNS RICHARD E. BYRD is the enabling platform for PACIFIC PARTNERSHIP 2009, transporting equipment, supplies and the highly skilled and enthusiastic team of personnel. 

PACIFIC PARTNERSHIP has been held annually by the US Pacific Fleet, evolving from the unprecedented international disaster response for countries devastated during the 2004 Asian tsunami.  The ADF has contributed to PACIFIC PARTNERSHIP missions since 2006. Last year PACIFIC PARTNERSHIP was held in South East Asia. 

Media are invited to visit PACIFIC PARTNERSHIP 2009. 
Media contact: Defence Media Liaison (02) 6265 3343 or 0408 498 664
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