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Friday, 29 May 2009
SYDNEY WWII ATTACK REMEMBERED

What:
Memorial service and wreath laying to commemorate the 67th anniversary of the attack on Sydney Harbour and sinking of HMAS Kuttabul near Garden Island.

When:
Sunday, 31 May 2009.  Media should arrive by 9.30am. Event commences at 10am.

Where:
HMAS Kuttabul Memorial, Navy Heritage Centre, Garden Island. Enter through the main gate at the intersection of Cowper Wharf Road and Wylde Street, Woolloomooloo. Photographic identification is required.

Who:
The Minister for Veterans Affairs, the Hon. Alan Griffin MP, the Japanese Consul-General, United Kingdom Consul General, a representative from the United States Consul General, survivors of the attack, and senior Navy personnel.

The lives of the Australian and British Navy personnel lost when three Japanese midget submarines attacked Sydney Harbour will be remembered on the shores of the harbour this Sunday.

Twenty-one men on board the accommodation ferry HMAS Kuttabul died in the attack just after midnight on 1 June 1942.

One of the Japanese submarines, M24, fired two torpedos at USS Chicago.  The weapons missed their target but one torpedo detonated under the converted ferry Kuttabul, then used for sailors’ accommodation at Garden Island, sinking her. 

Of the three midget submarines that attacked that night, two were destroyed. The bodies of four Japanese submariners were recovered.  They were given funerals with full military honours and their bodies cremated.

The fate of M24 remained a mystery until 2006 when a group of recreational divers located the submarine around 5km off Bungan Head, Sydney.

The name HMAS Kuttabul was passed onto the Navy base at Potts Point which administers Garden Island where the ill-fated ferry was berthed.

Two survivors of the attack, Mr Ray Major and Mr Neil Roberts, will be in attendance to remember their fallen comrades.

Media contacts:
Sasha Nimmo (Minister Griffin):

02 6277 7820 or 0437 863 109
Danielle Kuhn, Public Affairs NSW:

02 9359 2787 or 0405 310 176
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