	[image: image1.jpg]Australian Government

Department of Defence




	

	DEFENCE MEDIA RELEASE



MSPA 173/09
Saturday, 23 May 2009

STS YOUNG ENDEAVOUR SETS SAIL ON HER AUSTRALIAN CIRCUMNAVIGATION
Twenty-four young Australians today embarked onboard Sail Training Ship Young Endeavour at Garden Island, Sydney, and set sail on her 2009 Circumnavigation of Australia.  

These young Australians are the first of up to 700 youth from around the country who will sail onboard STS Young Endeavour during her current six month voyage program. 

 “Sail Training Ship Young Endeavour offers a fantastic opportunity for young Australians to build leadership and teamwork skills, increase their self confidence and develop their sense of social responsibility,” Commander Australian Fleet, Rear Admiral Nigel Coates, said

“The Royal Australian Navy is proud to operate and maintain Young Endeavour on behalf of the Australian people and to be part of her 2009 Circumnavigation. 

“This will be the ship’s first journey to the north and west of Australia in eight years, and presents a great opportunity for regional communities to see the ship, learn about her unique youth development program, and come onboard as she sails along the Australian coast.” 
STS Young Endeavour will visit Brisbane, Bundaberg, Mackay, Airlie Beach, Townsville, Cairns, Darwin, Broome, Exmouth, Fremantle, Esperance, Adelaide, and Williamstown before returning to Sydney in December.

At each port she will embark a new youth crew, who will spend 11 to 18 days learning the technical skills required to sail a square-rigged vessel, including helming, navigation, rope handling, working aloft and even command.

Since 1988 the Young Endeavour Youth Scheme, in partnership with the Australian Government and the Royal Australian Navy, has provided challenging training voyages for over 10,000 youth onboard tall ship Young Endeavour. 

 
Twenty one years on, STS Young Endeavour continues to attract young Australians to participate in the Young Endeavour Youth Scheme’s youth development program.  This program delivers a unique experience to each individual, develops interpersonal relationships between youth crew and has an enduring legacy with each participant’s subsequent contributions to society. 

Voyages onboard STS Young Endeavour are open to Australians aged 16 – 23. For more information please visit www.youngendeavour.gov.au.  
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