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HIGHEST EAST TIMORESE HONOUR FOR ARMY OFFICERS

President of East Timor, His Excellency, Dr Jose Ramos Horta, yesterday awarded the Timor-Leste Medalha de Merito (Medal of Merit) to two Australian Army Officers for their service to East Timor during the past ten years.

Major General Mick Slater, DSC, AM, CSC, and Major Michael Stone, received the Medal at the President’s Office in Dili. The Timor-Leste Medalha de Merito is the highest recognition that can be bestowed by the President of East Timor. 

President Horta said Major General Slater’s contribution to East Timor exemplifies the values of the Australian Defence Force and noted, in particular, his leadership of the International Stabilisation Force which was deployed in response to the break down in security in 2006.

Major-General Slater also received the Medalha Solidariedade de Timor-Leste (East Timor Solidarity Medal) during the presentation.

Major Stone was honoured for the unique role as a peacemaker he has played in East Timor during the past decade. President Horta said his profound understanding of Timorese culture and language has enabled him to promote peace and reconciliation throughout the country, gaining the respect of its people.

Both men accepted the medals at a small ceremony that was attended by guests including the Commander of the East Timor Defence Force, Brigadier Taur Matan Ruak, Australian Ambassador to East Timor, Mr Peter Heyward, and the Commander of the International Stabilisation Force, Brigadier Bill Sowry. 

Major-General Slater, now Commander of the Army’s 1st Division, led the Second Battalion, The Royal Australian Regiment during the original Australian deployment into East Timor in 1999. He subsequently commanded the International Stabilisation Force in 2006.

Major Stone saw two deployments to East Timor from 1999 and deployed twice again as an advisor to the East Timor Defence Force. He currently serves as an advisor as part of the Defence Cooperation Program in East Timor.

Editors note: The citations to these medals and imagery from the ceremony are available for download at: http://www.defence.gov.au/media/download/2009/May/index.htm
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